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This document has been amended by the PSO to reflect the specific
requirements for the Quest for Gold program for the sport of Goalball



Program Goals

What are the goals and objectives of the Quest for Gold - Ontario Athlete Assistance
Program?

The overarching goal of the Quest for Gold — OAAP is directly related to the High Performance
Sport goal of the Canadian Sport Policy — that Canadians are systematically achieving world-
class results at the highest levels of international competition — by improving the performance
and number of Ontario athletes performing at the national and international level; thereby
contributing to the improved performance of Canada at international competitions. Specific
objectives of the program are:
a) To help athletes continue their pursuit of athletic excellence at the highest levels of
national and international competition;
b) To encourage athletes to stay in Ontario to live and train;
c) To compensate athletes for earnings lost while training;
d) To enable athletes to successfully pursue excellence in sport while fulfilling their
educational goals;
e) To increase athlete access to improved high performance coaching; and
f) To enhance training and competitive opportunities available to athletes.

How are Ontario Card funds to be utilized by the PSO/MSO?

Ontario Card funds will be provided directly to eligible PSO/MSOs, to be used to support high
performance athletes through either:
i.  direct support to individual athletes: or
ii. providing high performance programming operated by the PSO/MSO that meets the
objectives of the Quest for Gold program.

What are the eligible expenses that a carded athlete can spend funding on obtained
through the Quest for Gold - Ontario Athlete Assistance Program?

Carded athletes receiving funding under the Ontario Athlete Assistance Program can spend
funding obtained only on the following items:

* Normal living costs;

* Costs directly associated with training (e.g. coaching, facility fees, other athlete
services);

* Costs associated with attending training camps and competitions (e.g. entry fees, travel
costs);

* Sport-specific equipment; and

* Tuition and education related expenses (e.g. books, fees, commuting costs).

Are Quest for Gold — Ontario Athlete Assistance Program grants considered “income”
under the Federal Income Tax Act?

Athletes who receive an OAAP grant will not be issued a T4A form.
The CRA has advised that the benefits received from the Quest for Gold — OAAP Program

are generally to be received by recipients tax free within the meaning of the Federal Income
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Tax Act. If OAAP-funded athletes have any questions regarding their personal tax situation,
they should contact the CRA at 1-800-267-6999 or online at www.cra-arc.gc.ca

Athlete Selection Requirements and Process

How are athletes selected for Canada Cards and Ontario Cards?
Canada Cards:

Ontario athletes funded through Sport Canada’s Athlete Assistance Program (AAP) and
continuing to meet AAP eligibility requirements will automatically be considered for Canada
Card status under the OAAP. Canada Card applicants currently living/training outside
Ontario must provide the MTCS with a letter from their NSO confirming their permanent
Ontario residency.

Note: MTCS staff will administer all aspects of the Canada Card - the PSO/MSO Selection
Committee is not responsible for this portion of the program. MTCS will seek the
PSO/MSO’s input to confirm that an athlete competes on behalf of Ontario.

Ontario Card Funds

It is recommended that PSO/MSOs that choose to provide funds directly to athletes should
perform athlete selections using an objective sport specific selection criteria developed by a
“Selection Committee”. The selection criteria should be clear, objective, and transparent,
and applied in a manner that is free from bias, discrimination and conflict of interest.

How should the selection criteria process work for Ontario Cards?

The following is a step-by-step outline of the process recommended for PSO/MSOs to
follow in the selection of athletes for Ontario Cards.

1) Selection Committee:
The PSO/MSO forms an Athlete Selection Committee which should include a minimum of
three members. Wherever possible the committee should include the PSO/MSQO’s High
Performance Coordinator/ Director or a High Performance provincial level coach. An NSO
rep is also a highly recommended contributor to this committee, to promote alignment with
national level key performance indicators and national athlete selections. Parents or
coaches of potential nominees should not be involved in the process.

2) Athlete Selection Criteria:
Criteria for the selection of athletes should be established and circulated to the membership.
Criteria should consider the following principles:

o Performance standards used in the nomination of athletes should be prepared in
consultation with the NSO.

o Selection criteria should be clear, objective, and transparent, and applied in a manner
that is free from bias, discrimination and conflict of interest.



Criteria should be based on objective results. The PSO/MSO may choose to use the
results from designated provincial and national competitions (which may include National
Championships), designated international competitions or a combination of these
competitions.

In addition to using international and domestic results in the development of sport-
specific criteria, PSO/MSOs may also use objective measures of technical ability and
skill levels. When referring to national/international tables and scores, be very specific
about which scores/tables will be used, listing dates wherever possible. Example: The
Selection Committee will reference the most recent ‘ABC points list’ available as of
December 1, 2024.

Team sport selection criteria should be linked to the Provincial Team selection criteria
and any Provincial Team depth chart (where applicable). The Selection Committee
should be able to explain this scoring methodology in full, if requested.

PSO/MSOs have the option of nominating athletes from one or more developmental
categories at their discretion. However, it is recommended that Cards allotted be gender
equal within total carding allotment where applicable.

Decisions should not be made in an arbitrary manner. For example, any reference to
age in the selection criteria should not be established arbitrarily. The PSO/MSO shall be
able to demonstrate through statistical evidence and expert opinion that there is a clear
link between the reference to age in the criteria and the potential to achieve Canada
Card/Sport Canada AAP status.

No limit should be placed on the number of years an athlete can be nominated for an
Ontario Card, as long as the athlete meets the selection criteria, continues to show
progression of skills and is still age-eligible to compete on the national team in the year
following receipt of Ontario Card funding.

Selection Criteria should also include:

Process for application — Do athletes apply? To whom? By what date? Or are all eligible
athletes automatically considered and ranked by the Selection Committee? If athletes
are automatically ranked, a deadline date by which this is to be completed should be
indicated.

The exact process by which athletes will be ranked/scored/evaluated (whether by
accumulated points, rankings, selections, etc.).

The minimum performance standard that must be met in order for an athlete to be
considered. This standard shall be reviewed by the PSO/MSO annually.

A clearly stated mechanism for breaking ties in rankings.

Eligible age ranges, which must be identified and not established arbitrarily. Include a
date for determining age — example — age calculated as of December 31, 2023.

Dates and names of all competitions that will be used in the ranking process, including
any alternate competitions, or competitions that can be considered as equivalents, should
the athlete not be able to attend a certain event or be given the option of choosing

3



3)

4)

between multiple events. If an athlete requires advance approval from the PSO/MSO to
use an alternate competition, specifically state the process for seeking such approval.

* Clearly defined policy for the ranking of injured athletes. If no such policy exists, clearly
indicate that no policy exists.

* List any licences an athlete must pre-purchase in order to be eligible for ranking, including
the name, fee and due date.

* Any fees the Recipient requires the successful Applicant to pay in order to participate in
mandatory training programs should be presented to the Applicant in the form of a
detailed budget, no less than 7 days prior to any Application deadline.

* The final application deadline and process for applying must be clearly articulated to the
PSO/MSO membership. The selection criteria must indicate whether all eligible athletes
are automatically ranked for nomination by the Selection Committee, or whether athletes
must submit a formal application to be considered. If the latter option is used, it is
recommended that PSO/MSO Selection Committees send a confirmation email by a pre-
announced date confirming receipt of any athlete applications.

* If an athlete is required to submit results as part of their application, clearly state the exact
requirements and accept no alternatives.

* Details about any Appeals process the PSO/MSO may provide.

Review of previous Selection Criteria Performance Standards:
Prior to finalizing the Selection Criteria, the Selection Committee should review the

performance results of the previous year’s nominees to ensure that the Criterion are at a
level suitably high to nominate only those athletes with the potential to reach the national
team in the next 1 to 3 years.

Communicating Selection Criteria:
The PSO/MSO should publish the selection criteria so that it is known to athletes and

members. The final application deadline and process for applying should be clearly
articulated to the PSO/MSO membership.

PSO/MSOs should consider requiring athletes to apply to be ranked, thus confirming their
interest and willingness to accept the nomination. This saves the PSO/MSO from having to
contact those athletes who later decline carding.

The PSO/MSO should not alter their sport specific athlete selection criteria after it has been
made known to the athletes and members.



ONTARIO BLIND SPORTS ASSOCIATION
Quest for Gold — Ontario Athlete Assistance Program

ATHLETE SELECTION CRITERIA (Goalball)

Quest for Gold — Ontario Athlete Assistance Program (OAAP) is funded by the Government of Ontario, through the
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS), and operated through the Sport, Recreation & Community
Programs Division. The overarching goal of the Quest for Gold — OAAP is directly related to the High Performance
Sport goal of the Canadian Sport Policy — that Canadians are systematically achieving world-class results at the
highest levels of international competition — by improving the performance and number of Ontario athletes
performing at the national and international level, thereby contributing to the improved performance of Canada at
international competitions.

Specific objectives of the program are:

a) To help athletes continue their pursuit of athletic excellence at the highest levels of national and international
competition;

b To encourage athletes to stay in Ontario to live and train;

C To compensate athletes for earnings lost while training;

d To enable athletes to successfully pursue excellence in sport while fulfilling their educational goals;

e To increase athlete access to improved high performance coaching; and

f) To enhance training and competitive opportunities available to athletes.

The intent of the OAAP is to provide funding to individual athletes in the sport’s Train to Train through Train to Win
categories based on their demonstrated commitment to high performance sport, allowing them to continue to
pursue athletic excellence at the highest levels of national and international competition. Only those athletes that
meet the required minimum performance standard detailed in this Selection Criteria will be considered for
this program. Ideally an athlete will first receive a Quest for Gold “Ontario Card” for 1 to 3 years, which will allow
them to train towards the goal of a national team position in subsequent years. Once an Ontario athlete reaches
the national level and becomes a recipient of Sport Canada’s carding program, they become eligible for the Quest
for Gold “Canada Card”. Athletes who are not planning to train towards this level of competition should not apply
for this program.

Cards will be specifically allocated to the following categories/disciplines:

Category Number of cards

Category name (ex. Senior 5 Full Cards
level athletes)

Category name (ex. Junior 2 Full Cards or 4 Half Cards
level athletes, age 15-19)

An athlete’s age will be determined as of January 1st, 2024

The Selection Committee is comprised of the following members:

Rob Christy, Goalball Program Director
Richard Amelard, Program Manager
Glen Wade, President

Sport Eligibility Criteria:



All athletes must meet minimum athlete eligibility criteria:

Athlete must be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident (previously known as a Landed Immigrant).

Athlete must be a permanent resident of Ontario for one year prior to his/her nomination for carding status,
(and continue to be a permanent resident throughout the term of the agreement).

Athletes who have achieved Canada Card status (carded by Sport Canada) are not eligible for Ontario Cards.
Athletes must be living in and continuing to train in Ontario.

Athlete must be a member in good standing with the PSO/MSO;

Athlete must enter into a Sports Organization - Athlete Agreement with the PSO/MSO and must be in full
compliance with the terms and conditions of that Agreement;

Athlete must have met all terms and conditions of any previous Quest for Gold Sports Organization — Athlete
Agreements to the satisfaction of the PSO/MSO in order to be eligible for consideration;

Athlete must demonstrate a commitment and dedication to a proper training and competitive program, the goal
of which is to continue to train towards a national team position and Sport Canada carding;

Athlete’s coach should be minimum Level 2 NCCP certified or trained status Competition Stream or the sport’s
equivalent in the Instruction Stream, or be engaged in completing this training, as determined by the PSO;
Athlete must not be under a sanction that prohibits competition as per the Canadian Anti-Doping Policy;

If eligible, the athlete must compete, and continue to compete solely for Ontario and/or Canada for one year
from the date of receiving any prior QFG funding, at Canada Games and other national competitions involving
provincial team competitions;

Athlete shall not receive financial support from any other provincial/territorial athlete assistance program. This
does not include academic scholarships, bursaries, student grants, student loans, social assistance, disability
pensions, and other forms of financial assistance that have nothing to do with competitive sport.

National College Athletic Association (NCAA):

On August 1, 2013, the NCAA revised their By-law that previously prevented an athlete from accepting grants from
a governmental entity, such as Quest for Gold. Despite this change, any athlete considering an application to an
NCAA institution is strongly encouraged to contact the NCAA Eligibility Center prior to applying for QFG funding.

The onus is entirely on the athlete to determine the impact of accepting OAAP funding on current or future NCAA
eligibility and to decide whether or not to accept OAAP funding. Athletes are strongly encouraged to contact the
NCAA Eligibility Center to determine the impact of Quest for Gold - OAAP funding on current or future eligibility for
a NCAA scholarship or on eligibility to compete in a non-scholarship NCAA sport.

National Collegiate Athletic Association www.ncaa.org

700 W. Washington Street

P.O. Box 6222

Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6222
Phone: 317-917-6222

Athlete Selection Criteria:
The following sport specific athlete selection criteria will be utilized in the identification, ranking and selection of
athletes for Ontario Cards:

The following sport specific athlete selection criteria will be utilized in the identification, ranking and selection of
athletes for Ontario Cards:

OBSA is not obligated to allocate all cards if there are insufficient quantities of athletes that meet the standards.
The following sport specific athlete selection criteria will be utilized in the identification, ranking and selection of
athletes for Ontario Cards:

Eligibility
1. Athlete must be a member in good standing with OBSA.
2. Coach must be a member in good standing with OBSA.

3. Athlete must abide by the OBSA Code of Conduct.


http://www.ncaa.org

4. Athlete must have competed provincially for a period of not less than one year before being considered for
assistance.

Mandatory Events
5. Athlete must intend to compete at the 2023 OBSA Provincial Goalball Championships (March 31st — April
2nd; since the pandemic, we have been unable to run this event since 2020).

6. Athlete must have competed for Ontario in at least one of the following competitions for Ontario:

a. National Goalball Championships
i. National Junior Goalball Championships (April 19— 21st, 2024); and/or
ii. National Senior Goalball Championships (May 5th — 7th, 2023)
b. 1 additional sanctioned goalball event (ex. Montreal Open, Nova Scotia Open, etc.)
(If the athlete was unable to compete in the above listed competitions, a written reasoning must be
submitted with the application outlining the reasons for being absent. It is up to the Selection
Committee to determine action upon receipt of the request).

7. Athlete must have attended all provincial Training Camps as required by Provincial Coaches. Mandatory
camps include:
a. High Performance Training Camp (October 14th — 16th | 2023)
b. Provincial Team Training Camp — Ottawa (January 13t — 15th, 2024)
(If the athlete was unable to compete in the above listed camps, a written reasoning must be
submitted with the application outlining the reasons for being absent. It is up to the Selection
Committee to determine action upon receipt of the request).

Ranking

8. Athletes will be ranked based on their results and performance at the 2023 High Performance Training
Camp. Areas of evaluation include Individual Performance, Team Performance, and Fitness (See Appendix
C).

9. Athletes’ rank will determine their category of carding. The categories are, i) High Performance and ii)
Development. The category that an athlete is placed in will be determined by their performance results
during the evaluation. The top 2 ranked male and female athletes will be placed in the High Performance
category (Full Card). The 3, 4th, etc. ranked male and female athletes will be placed in the Development
category (Half Card). This structure is open to amendment depending on the number of applicants.

10. Athletes must meet a minimum performance threshold of a total score of 30 from the performance results
testing.

Training and Agreements

11. Athlete must demonstrate a commitment and dedication to a proper training program. This program must
have been monitored and approved by the athlete’s coach and/or OBSA staff. If the athlete has been
previously supported through the Quest for Gold program, they must have completed and submitted all
required monthly training reports.

12. All athletes applying for Quest for Gold must submit a training schedule and competition plan for the 2024
— 25 season. The athlete’s coach must sign the plan, verifying that the athlete has committed to an
ongoing, comprehensive well-considered training schedule aimed at high performance. See To Apply,
Section 10.0.

13. In order to receive funding, all eligible athletes will be required to enter into an athlete agreement with
OBSA requiring them to fulfill specific standards during the course of their funding period.

Failure by the athlete to meet one or more of the above criteria may result in the loss of the athlete’s funding. The
Goalball Program Director, President, and Program Manager would be involved in the decision making process.



Breaking a Tie:

In the event of a tie, performance results from camps and competitions prior to the previous year will be considered
by a selection panel. The selection panel will include the Association’s Goalball Program Director, President, and
Program Manager.

Failure to Meet Selection Criteria for Health-related Reasons

Athletes who, for strictly health-related reasons, have not achieved the standards required for nomination of carded
status may be considered for nomination under the following conditions:

The athlete has fulfilled all reasonable training and rehabilitation requirements aimed at a speedy return to full
high-performance training and competition during the period of his or her injury, illness or pregnancy and,
despite making every reasonable effort to attain the applicable carding standards during the year in which the
injury, iliness or pregnancy occurred, has failed to do so, in the view of the PSO/MSO, for reasons strictly
related to the injury, illness or pregnancy.

The PSO, based on its technical judgement and that of a PSO/MSO team physician or equivalent, indicates in
writing the expectation that the athlete will achieve at least the minimum standards required for carding during
the upcoming carding period.

The athlete has demonstrated and continues to demonstrate his or her long-term commitment to high-
performance training and competition goals, as well as his or her intention to pursue full high-performance
training and competition throughout the carding period for which he or she wishes to be renewed despite not
having met the carding criteria.

Selection Criteria for Athletes Unable to Meet Selection Standards due to Health Issues:
Results from previous competitive season in same events will be considered.

To Apply:
Please read this entire Athlete Selection Criteria document and complete and submit the following:

* Atyped application letter to the OBSA Selection Committee. The application letter must address and detail
all of the following:

o Name, date of birth, phone number and email address
o Number of years in the AAP Quest for Gold program (if applicable)
o Number of years competing in sport
o Name of goalball club
o Name and NCCP certification status of coach (include NCCP #)
o Official classification (B1, B2, or B3) (include date and competition when this took place)
o How funding will be spent
o Short-term objectives expected to achieve as part of the AAP Quest for Gold program
o Long-term sport goals
* List of all camps and competitions attended during the 2023-24 season.
o (Please fill out template in Appendix A)
* List of all camps and competitions you plan on attending during the upcoming 2024-25 season.
o (Please fill out template in Appendix B)
* Detailed 7-day (1 week) training log from the most recent off-season (must be approved by coach)



All required information listed above must be submitted no later than May 3rd, 2024 to:

Richard Amelard, Program Manager
richard@blindsports.on.ca
6-14845 Yonge Street

Aurora, ON
L4G 6H8
416-434-9797

It is the sole responsibility of the athlete to provide a full and complete application that meets all stated
requirements. Ontario Blind Sports Association will neither review applications in advance of the deadline in
order to make applicants aware of any missing/incorrect information and/or attachments nor make corrections on
behalf of the athlete. Any revisions on the part of the athlete will only be accepted prior to the posted submission
deadline.

Ontario Blind Sports Association will publish or make known a draft list of athletes nominated for Ontario Card
status by no later than May 4th, 2024.

Appeals

Athletes who have not been nominated for an Ontario Card by the Ontario Blind Sports Association Selection
Committee will be allowed to appeal that decision by filing a “Notice of Appeal” with the PSO/MSO.

Grounds for appeals will be limited strictly to issues related to:

A. Whether or not the Selection Committee has completed the selection process in accordance with its
own published selection criteria and related procedures;

B. Whether or not the Selection Committee applied the selection criteria in a manner that was free from
bias, discrimination and/or conflict of interest.

Issues related to the specific content or selection requirements contained in the Ontario Blind Sports
Association Selection Criteria are not grounds for an appeal and should therefore be discussed directly with the
leadership of Ontario Blind Sports Association

Please note that before an athlete can file a Notice of Appeal, he or she must first ask OBSA for reasons explaining
why he or she was not nominated for an Ontario Card.

If the athlete is not satisfied with the OBSA response, the athlete may submit a Notice of Appeal, found below. A
Notice of Appeal will only be accepted from the athlete or their parent/guardian on the MHSTCI-provided template
(typed or hand-printed, no hand-written entries) through email, regular post, registered mail, courier or delivered in
person. One appeal cannot be written on behalf of multiple athletes. The Notice of Appeal must be received by
MHSTCI by noon on the deadline day. Appeals that are delivered personally or by courier shall be deemed to be
received on the date of delivery.

Once MHSTCI has received the Notice of Appeal, it will share it with OBSA, who will then submit a “Response”
with MHSTCI by a specified deadline. The Response will outline why OBSA believes that the Selection
Committee’s decision not to nominate the athlete should be upheld by the Appeals Committee. MHSTCI will share
the OBSA Response with the athlete.

If, after receiving the OBSA Response, the athlete believes that OBSA has raised new or additional reasons to
justify the Selection Committee’s decision not to nominate the athlete for an Ontario Card, then the athlete will
have an opportunity to file a “Reply” with MHSTCI, responding to these additional reasons. The Reply must be
limited to these additional reasons and cannot be used to make submissions already raised in the Notice of
Appeal, or that the athlete neglected to include in the Notice of Appeal. The Reply will only be accepted on the
MHSTCI-provided template.
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Once MHSTCI receives the Notice of Appeal, the Response, and the Reply (if applicable), it will provide those
materials to the Appeals Committee. The Appeals Committee will discuss all appeals at once. During its review of
the appeals, the Appeals Committee reserves the right to request additional information from both the athlete and
OBSA.

After reviewing an appeal the Appeals Committee will have the authority to:

1. Direct OBSA to redo the selection process using the correct criteria/process and submit a new list of
nominated athletes;

2. Deny the appeal; or

3. Allow the appeal and nominate the appellant for carding status.

Once the Appeals Committee has reached its decision, it will contact the athlete and OBSA in writing to
communicate its decision and the reasons therefore.

An athlete who has had his or her appeal denied is not permitted to submit a second appeal to the Appeals
Committee on the same or different grounds.

Note: OBSA s encouraged to resolve disputes or disagreements informally with athletes who have not been
nominated to avoid, wherever possible, formal appeals.

The deadline for athletes to submit an “Athlete’s Notice of Appeal” to the Appeals Committee is May 4th, 2024 at
11:59pm.

Appeals must be completed on the Notice of Appeal template below and will be directed to:

Quest for Gold Appeals Committee

c/o Sport, Recreation and Community Programs Division
Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries
777 Bay Street, 18t Floor

Toronto, ON, M7A 1S5 questforgold@ontario.ca
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SPORTS ORGANIZATION - Athlete Agreement

It is recommended that any funded athlete sign an Athlete Agreement with the PSO/MSO, the
purpose of which is to set down in writing the rights, responsibilities and obligations of the
athlete and the PSO/MSO.

An Athlete Agreement should clearly specify the following:

Eligible expenses;
Benefits available to the Ontario Card-funded athlete through his or her PSO/MSO;
The PSO/MSO'’s obligations;
Athlete reporting requirements, as defined by the PSO/MSO (e.g. training logs);
The athlete's obligations, including a commitment to follow an agreed-upon training and
competitive program and competitive opportunities to be attended;
Any other commitments to the PSO/MSO that the Ontario carded athlete is required to
make (for instance, time, promotional activities or financial commitments/training fees,
including required team/training fees payable to the PSO/MSO);
The Agreement's duration (not to exceed one carding year);
Specific PSO/MSO policies the carded athlete must abide by, including the following:

v the PSO/MSO’s and/or NSO’s Anti-Doping policy;

v the PSO/MSQO’s Codes of Conduct;

v the Canadian Policy on Doping in Sport; and
The dispute mechanism and related procedures/processes that will be used in any
dispute between the carded athlete and the PSO/MSO relating to or arising out of the
Sports Organization - Athlete Agreement. This procedure must conform to natural justice
and procedural fairness.

The Athlete Agreement that follows is a sample template only and PSO/MSQOs
should consult legal counsel when finalizing any such Agreement.
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